Church of St. Mary Weekly Parent Connection!
Week of: Apr. 17

Only four more class times to meet, pray, learn and laugh together. Take a moment with your child to discuss the past
faith formation year’s highlights. I know that I have personally had quite the Faith Formation year; not a week has passed
that I have not learned something about my faith, about these great children, or about this program. “Instruct a wise man,
and he becomes wiser; teach a just man, and he advances in learning.” (Romans 9:9) Our Catholic faith is dynamic! We
should never reach a point in our lives where we think that we no longer need to learn more. Scripture challenges us to
keep growing in our faith and expanding our knowledge of God. Thank you, parents, for your dedication in this Faith
Formation program.

Congratulations to our students who received their First Communion this past weekend. It is a blessing to share our faith
with these students and to see their excitement and joy in coming to the table of the Lord. Matthew 26:26-30

With summer approaching, our schedules are filling up quickly. Mark your calendars- VVacation Bible School is happening
June 3-6 (8:30-11:30am) at the Church of St. Mary. | am still in the need for crew leaders, set decorators and station
assistants. Please register to help. The first meeting for adult volunteers is Monday, Apr. 15 at St. Mary from 5:30-7pm.
We will be meeting in the conference room. If you would like to help, but are in need of VIRTUS training- mark your
calendars to attend the Monday, Apr. 22 meeting at St. Mary from 6-9pm. As “the Lord God said: ‘It is not good for man
to be alone.”” (Genesis 2:18) Come and help! ©

Please read this email thoroughly to ensure you don’t miss out on any important information

CLASSES ON WEDNESDAY, APRIL 17!

Gr. 1-6: Regular classes on Wednesday, Apr. 17 from 5:30-6:45pm.
Spanish: Regular classes on Wednesday, Apr. 17 from 5:30-6:45pm.
Gr. 7-10: Regular classes on Wednesday, Apr. 17 from 7:00-8:15pm.
Gr. 9-10: Sunday, Apr. 28: Bethesda Wheelchair Transport cancelled

e The gr.9-10 service project on Sun., Apr.28, 2024 has been cancelled. If a student would like to assist Bethesda
residents on Sundays, please contact Rebecca Peterson (Director of Recreational Services) at 320-214-5638.

All Volunteers: VIRTUS Training: Monday, Apr. 22
e If you are needing to be VIRTUS trained, please attend the VIRTUS training session held at the Church of St.
Mary on Monday, April 22 from 6-9pm.
e This training is for new volunteers only.
e If you are interested in helping with Vacation Bible School this summer, and do not already have a VIRTUS
account, you will need to attend this one-time training.

All Grades: Vacation Bible School 2024: Scubal!
e  We are recruiting volunteers for VBS 2024. The theme is “SCUBA: diving into friendship with God.”
o VBS will be held at the Church of St. Mary from Monday, June 3- Thursday, June 6 at 8:30-11:30am
= Registration for attending VVBS will open Monday, April 1.
= https://www.web4ucorp.com/forms/forms/view.php?id=566019
o Please consider helping in one of the following: Squad Leader, set design, Scuba Snacks, Imagination
Station, Bible Adventure Diving, Song Leader, Dance/ Finale coordinator, “Underwater” Games,
photographer/ videographer, VBS check-in, etc. (there’s even more ways to help than I listed!)
= Email MichelleTortorella@OurLivingWater.org if you have questions!
o lamin need of current gr.5-12 student helpers! Please consider filling out the volunteer form and
indicating ANY station you would be interested in helping with!!
= Confirmation Students: these hours will count towards your required service hours!
o If you are interested in volunteering, please register at
https://www.web4ucorp.com/forms/forms/view.php?id=180132



All Families: Church of St. Mary: From Meal to Mission: Sunday-Tuesday, Apr.14, 15, 16
e Come to the Area Faith Community Mission, led by Fr. Larry Snyder. Presentations begin at 7pm. All are
welcome! The mission will explain how the Eucharist calls us to feed the hungry, clothe the naked, and welcome
the stranger. Matthew 25:35-40
e Join us each evening for a meal before the session; serving from 5-6:45pm and refreshments will follow each
evening’s presentation from 7:45-8pm.

Gr. 12: 2024 High School Senior Scholarships Available

e Visit 2024 Scholarship Information - Our Living Water (OurLivingWater.org, Faith Formation tab, Scholarship
Information) for more information regarding scholarships available.
e Transcripts and applications must be completed no later than Sunday, April 28

Gr. 12: 2024 High School Senior Baccalaureate Mass: Sunday, May 5 @ 8:30am

e The Baccalaureate Mass for the Church of St. Mary’s high school graduates will be held Sunday, May 5 at
8:30am.

e The Willmar Knights of Columbus will be hosting an Omelet Breakfast following the Mass. The funds the KC
receives from their breakfast goes towards providing our graduates with generous scholarships; please consider
staying for breakfast and supporting the Willmar Knights of Columbus.

o Seniors: The Willmar Knights of Columbus have charitably agreed to pay for your breakfast! Please see
me either before or after the Mass to receive your meal voucher.

All Grades: Last FF Class! Wednesday, May 8
o Registration to attend VBS is due Wednesday, May 8
e Please check with your children to make sure that no belongings are left behind at the church. Artwork will be
sent home with child on the last class day.

All Grades:  1* Wednesday Family Meal: Wednesday, May 1 from 4:45-6:50pm

e Students in gr.9 Shannon Cayler’s classroom: help serve food & clean tables during the Family Meal.
Students will have class following during normal class times. Helping with the Family Meal is not mandatory.

Blessings,
%/m//r %/{//ﬂe//w

Faith Formation Director

Jesus Our Living Water Area Faith Community
320.235.3982
MichelleTortorella@OurLivingWater.org

** Para informar la ausencia de un estudiante de las clases, favor de llamar al 320-235-
3982 0 mandar un correo a: JulieSwoboda@OQOurLivingWater.org ANTES DE QUE LAS
CLASES COMIENCEN.

Semana de: 17 de abril


https://www.ourlivingwater.org/2024-scholarship-information.html
mailto:MichelleTortorella@OurLivingWater.org
mailto:JulieSwoboda@OurLivingWater.org

Solo cuatro horas mas de clase para reunirnos, orar, aprender y reir juntos. TdGmese un momento con su hijo para discutir
los aspectos méas destacados del afio pasado de formacion en la fe. Sé que personalmente he tenido un gran afio de
Formacidn en la Fe; No ha pasado una semana en la que no haya aprendido algo acerca de mi fe, acerca de estos grandes
nifios, o acerca de este programa. "Instruye al hombre sabio, y se hace més sabio; ensefiad a un hombre justo, y él avanza
en el aprendizaje”. (Romans 9:9) jNuestra fe catolica es dindmica! Nunca debemos llegar a un punto en nuestras vidas en
el que pensemos que ya no necesitamos aprender méas. Las Escrituras nos desafian a seguir creciendo en nuestra fe y
expandiendo nuestro conocimiento de Dios. Gracias, padres, por su dedicacion en este programa de Formacién en la Fe.

Con el verano acercadndose, nuestras agendas se estan llenando rapidamente. Marquen sus calendarios: la Escuela Biblica
de Vacaciones se llevara a cabo del 3 al 6 de junio (8:30-11:30 am) en la Iglesia de Santa Maria. Todavia necesito jefes de
equipo, decoradores de escenografia y asistentes de estacion. Por favor, registrese para ayudar. La primera reunién para
voluntarios adultos es el lunes 15 de abril en St. Mary de 5:30 a 7 p.m. Nos reuniremos en la sala de conferencias. Si
desea ayudar, pero necesita capacitacion de VIRTUS, marque sus calendarios para asistir a la reunion del lunes 22 de abril
en St. Mary de 6 a 9 p.m. Como "dijo el Sefior Dios: 'No es bueno que el hombre esté solo™. (Genesis 2:18) jVen y ayuda!
©

Lea este correo electronico detenidamente para asegurarse de no perderse ninguna informacion importante.

iHAY CLASES EL MIERCOLES 17 DE ABRIL!

Grado 1-6: Habra clases el miércoles 17 de abril de 5:30 a 6:45 p.m.
Clase de Espafiol: Habra clases el miércoles 17 de abril de 5:30 a 6:45 p.m.
Grados 7-10: Habra clases el miércoles 3 de abril de 7:00 a 8:15 p.m.

Grados 9-10: Domingo, 28 de abril: Se cancela el transporte de sillas de ruedas de Bethesda

e El proyecto de servicio gr.9-10 del domingo 28 de abril de 2024 ha sido cancelado. Si un estudiante desea ayudar
a los residentes de Bethesda los domingos, comuniquese con Rebecca Peterson (Directora de Servicios
Recreativos) al 320-214-5638.

Todos los voluntarios: VIRTUS Entrenamiento: Lunes 22 de abril
»  Si necesita ser entrenado por VIRTUS, por favor asista a la sesién de entrenamiento de VIRTUS que se llevara a
cabo en la Iglesia de Santa Maria el lunes 22 de abril de 6 a 9 p.m.
« Esta capacitacion es solo para nuevos voluntarios.
» Si usted esta interesado en ayudar con la Escuela Biblica de Vacaciones este verano, y aln no tiene una cuenta de
VIRTUS, tendra que asistir a este entrenamiento de una sola vez.

Todos los grados: Escuela Biblica de Vacaciones 2024: jBuceo!

» Estamos reclutando voluntarios para VBS 2024. El tema es "BUCEO: buceando en la amistad con Dios".
e+ VBS se llevara a cabo en la Iglesia de Santa Maria del lunes 3 de junio al jueves 6 de junio a las 8:30-11:30am
= Las inscripciones para asistir a VBS se abriran el lunes 1 de abril.
= https://www.web4ucorp.com/forms/forms/view.php?id=566019
o Por favor, considere ayudar en uno de los siguientes: Lider de escuadrén, disefio de escenarios, bocadillos
de buceo, estacion de imaginacion, buceo de aventura biblica, lider de canciones, coordinador de baile /
final, juegos "submarinos”, fotografo / camarografo, registro de VBS, etc. (jhay incluso més formas de
ayudar de las que enumeré!)
o Si esté interesado en ser voluntario, registrese en
https://www.web4ucorp.com/forms/forms/view.php?id=180132

Todas las familias: Iglesia de Santa Maria: De la comida a la misién: domingo-martes, 14, 15, 16 de abril
e Ven ala Mision de la Comunidad de Fe del Area, dirigida por el P. Larry Snyder. Las presentaciones comienzan a
las 7 p.m. jTodos son bienvenidos! La mision explicara como la Eucaristia nos llama a alimentar al hambriento,
vestir al desnudo y acoger al extranjero. Matthew 25:35-40



e Unase a nosotros todas las noches para una comida antes de la sesion; Servira de 5 a 6:45 p.m. y habra refrigerios
después de la presentacion de cada noche de 7:45a 8 p.m.

Todos los grados: iUltima clase! Miércoles 8 de mayo
e Lainscripcion para asistir a VBS vence el miércoles 8 de mayo
e Por favor, consulte con sus hijos para asegurarse de que no se dejen pertenencias en la iglesia. Las obras de arte se
enviaran a casa con el nifio el Gltimo dia de clase.

Bendiciongs,
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Directora de Formacion de Fe

Comunidad de Fe del Area Jestis Nuestra Agua Viva
320.235.3982
MichelleTortorella@QOurLivingWater.org
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