
SEEKING JESUS CHRIST WITH HUMILITY TO WORSHIP HIM 
 

Today, we are presented in the Gospel reading with the first Gentiles who sought baby Jesus to 
worship Him or pay Him homage. These Gentiles or pagans are the three Magi who in their 
nations saw Jesus’ star at its rising and traveled a thousand miles or more to bow before Him in 
adoration and offer Him gifts. How many miles do we travel to come to Mass or what efforts 
are we making to encounter Christ? The star which these Magi saw was different from other 
stars, and they were able to interpret the star as that of a newborn king for the Jews. The star, 
instead of leading them directly to Bethlehem where baby Jesus was, led them to Jerusalem 
where King Herod was. The Magi were the ones who informed King Herod about the newborn 
king. It is like someone coming from a faraway place to inform you about a treasure in your 
own house. What is the reason for that? THE MAGI HAD GOOD INTENTIONS FOR THE 
NEWBORN KING AND WERE HUMBLE WHILE HEROD WAS PROUD AND HAD NO GOOD 
INTENTIONS FOR BABY JESUS. God reveals Himself to the humble who desire to encounter Him. 
These Magi were very wealthy, wise, and wielded human power. These Magi, despite their 
wisdom, wealth, royalty, and popularity, accepted the fact that baby Jesus was greater than 
them. Acknowledging that God is greater and more important than material things, human 
talents and power is an act of humility or wisdom. According to St. James God rejects the proud 
but gives more grace to the humble (James 4:6). PATIENCE, PERSEVERANCE, OR ENDURANCE 
ARE AMONG THE OFFSHOOTS OF HUMILITY. These Magi would have been discouraged when 
the star took them to Jerusalem instead of taking them to where Jesus was, but they were not 
discouraged, rather, they kept searching for baby Jesus because they knew how important He 
was. Please do not allow anything including your sins to discourage you from coming nearer to 
Jesus. Where did the Magi find the savior of the world? Our Messiah was not found in the 
hospital or in a mansion. He was not found in Herod’s palace in Jerusalem. The King of Kings 
was found lying in a manager. GOD, IN THE FORM OF A VULNERABLE BABY, WAS FOUND 
WRAPPED IN SWADDLING CLOTHES AND WAS SURROUNDED BY ANIMALS AND SMELLING 
SHEPHERDS. The environment where baby Jesus was found did not discourage the Magi or did 
not make them doubt if He was really the newborn king. The Magi humbly fell to their knees in 
adoration and placed their finest gifts of gold, myrrh, and frankincense at His disposal. TO BE 
GREAT OR WISE IS TO BE HUMBLE. What do you expect to see at the Mass? When a priest 
raises the Eucharist and says “This is the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world” do 
you believe in what the priest says?  What the Magi saw in Jesus’ birthplace did not make them 
doubt the kingship of Jesus. Why do some doubt the real presence of Jesus Christ in the 
Eucharist? Through the power of the Holy Spirit, the Virgin Mary conceived Jesus Christ in her 
womb. Likewise, through the invocation of the Holy Spirit and the power of the Holy Spirit, 
bread and wine become the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ. GOD COMES TO US ALWAYS IN 
DIFFERENT FORMS OR REVEALS HIMSELF IN MANY WAYS BUT SOMETIMES WE DO NOT 
RECOGNIZE HIM. A priest who was well-loved by his parishioners wanted to know if his 
parishioners would recognize him if he disguised himself. On a Sunday morning, this priest 
stood at the entrance of the church dressed like a madman; he wore tattered clothes, a dirty 
hair, was barefoot and looked unkempt. None of the parishioners recognized their priest and 
some of them treated him unfairly. GOD HAS VISITED MANY PEOPLE WHO TREATED HIM 
UNFAIRLY BECAUSE OF HIS APPEARANCE. Our God was born in the poor town of Bethlehem. It 



is interesting to know that the greatest king of Israel, David, was born and anointed king in the 
poor town of Bethlehem. Unlike the Magi, King Herod sought baby Jesus not to pay Him 
homage but to kill Him. PRIDE BRINGS DESTRUCTION. Herod in his old age still wanted to 
continue being a king, instead of being happy that he would have a successor. It is pride that 
makes an elderly king try to kill a baby king by killing many innocent children, instead of trying 
to mentor the king and help him to do better. Some people have done things they are not 
proud of due to pride. MAY GOD HELP US TO HUMBLY SEEK JESUS CHRIST IN THE EUCHARIST, 
TO WORSHIP HIM AND TO RECOGNIZE HIM IN OTHER PEOPLE, AMEN. 


