
HEALTH MINISTRY SUB-COMMITTEE 

January 6, 2015 

Minutes 

 

Present:  Deb Buffington, Mary Pieh and Pat Berg.  Mary Nordstrom also joined the meeting. 

  

The Health Ministry meeting followed the AFC meeting.   Deb Buffington facilitated the 

meeting.   The minutes of the November 4, 2014 meeting were approved as written.  Two items 

were added to the agenda:  AED training at each parish site; and, on-call Coordinator’s schedule 

for 2015. 

1. Old business:  None. 

2. AED training:   A request had been made at the November 20
th

, 2014 Area Pastoral 

Council meeting for a review at each parish on how to use the AEDs.   Deb Buffington 

will contact Elaine Ruhland at OLOL.  Pat B. will review the training CD provided with 

the AEDs.  A plan will be determined at the February HM meeting to set up training 

times at each parish. 

3. Volunteers’ visitation sheets for December were reviewed. Visits continue to go well.  Fr. 

Steve and Sr. Pat receive positive comments about HM visitation.  At least two 

Coordinators will review the monthly volunteers’ visitation reports (if not reviewed at the 

Coordinator’s meeting) before they are filed.  Sr. Pat requests updates on parishioners but 

doesn’t plan to attend the Coordinator’s meeting for this information.     

4. HM visitation statistics – October 2013 – December 31, 2014 were reviewed.   The 

visitation program has steadily grown since inception.  A total of 229 visits were made 

during this time period to 20 individuals/couples by 13 volunteers.   The Coordinators 

discussed program oversight that should occur – a contact to each volunteer and 

parishioner to hear how visitation is going.  Mary P. and Deb B. will contact the 

volunteers and Pat B. will contact parishioners.  Feedback received will be discussed at 

the next HM meeting in February.   

5. Virtus training/updates for volunteers:  In November, Julie Swoboda provided a list of 

HM volunteers who needed Virtus training or the annual updates.  Pat B. has been 

working with Julie by contacting the volunteers.  Julie assisted them as needed.  Three 

HM volunteers still need the initial training or the updates.   Mary Nordstrom suggested 

that HM have two groups of volunteers – those with current Virtus training who can do 

visitation and a group who can help with other HM activities where Virtus training is not 

required.  Pat B. will contact Julie Swoboda regarding this plan.   

6. Establish HM structure – 2015 goal:  The Coordinators discussed developing a written 

HM structure plan.  It would resemble a “policy – procedure” type of document where 

the details of each HM activity are outlined.  Mary P. will prepare a preliminary outline 

for discussion at our next meeting.   

7. The on-call schedule was set for the first three months 2015, as follows: 

 January  - Deb Buffington 

 February  - Mary Pieh 

 March   -  Pat Berg 

8. Next meeting:   Tuesday, February 3, 2015 7:00 pm at OLOL.  Agenda items include:  

AED training at each parish, feedback on visitation from volunteers and parishioners, 

preliminary outline of HM structure, spring volunteer support meeting.   

9. Meeting adjourned at 8:30 pm. 

 

Respectfully Submitted,  

Pat Berg 


