
 

         April, 2020  

They hurried away from the tomb half-overjoyed, half-fearful, and ran to carry the good news to his 

disciples. Suddenly, without warning, Jesus stood before them and said, “Peace!” Matthew 28:8-9  

Dear Friends in Christ:  

Matthew’s resurrection story tells us that the women who went to the tomb left fearful and overjoyed. 

The women were taken by surprise and they couldn’t believe their eyes. Their mixture of fear and joy is 

understandable. After all, they saw Jesus die on the cross, they saw him being laid in the tomb and now 

they see him standing before them alive. In the end, their joy in seeing the Risen Christ diminished their 

fear.  

So many moments in our life are filled with a mixture of emotions; we are also taken by surprise, not 

believing what we are seeing and experiencing. The current COVID – 19 pandemic is creating lots of 

different emotions in everyone throughout the world, especially fear. Too often it seems that in the end 

our feelings of fear, anxiety and worry win the day. Our fears, real or imagined, determine how we 

choose to live our life, enter into relationships and share our gifts with others.  

The joy of Easter is the realization that Christ has conquered and overcome the greatest fear of human 

beings: death. The joy of Easter reminds us that death is not the end, but a new birth, reminding us that 

we have a future, a full-bodied future, that lasts forever. Truly believing in life after death enables us to 

be set free from the tomb of fear and allows the joy of Easter to determine how we choose to live our 

life, enter into relationships and share our gifts with others.  

This year will mark the first time in our lives that we are unable to come together as a community of 

believers to celebrate the liturgies of Holy Week. The thought of having to celebrate these liturgies 

without you brings us both sadness and loss. The staff of our Area Faith Community plans to celebrate 

and record the Holy Week liturgies. We will then make them available for you on our website. Please 

see the back of this letter for details on how you can join us online or through the local cable channel to 

participate in these liturgies. 

I wish to thank all of you who continue to support your local parish with your financial contributions 

even though you can’t attend Mass. Many of you drop off or have been mailing in your envelopes, some 

of you have signed up and contribute through automatic giving and others have donated by using the 

online service on our website. Financially, these are difficult times for everyone and so your continued 

support, whatever it can be, is greatly appreciated; thank you.  



 

 

 

Lastly, during these 50 days of Easter joy, let us join with the women who left the tomb to share the 

good news of Easter. Let us keep our political leaders, medical professionals, emergency personnel, 

National Guard troops, teachers, students, parents, small business owners and their employees in our 

daily prayers. We need prayer and each other’s patience, strength, love and compassion at this time. 

Soon our prayers will bring us together again. In the meantime, the joy of Easter will bring us the Risen 

Christ who stands in the midst of our fears and speaks the ancient and ever new message we need to 

hear: “Peace!”  

On behalf of Fr. Jerry and the Area Staff, wishing you a Blessed and Happy Easter.   

 

Fr. Steve  

 

 

Catholic Area Faith Community of Jesus Our Living Water 

Schedule of Holy Week Masses/Services available online at www.OurLivingWater.org or on  

Spectrum channel 188 

 

Holy Thursday Mass: Available online starting at 5:30 pm, Thursday, April 9th 

Good Friday Service: Available online starting at Noon on Friday, April 10th  

Easter Sunday Mass: Available online starting at 7:00 am on Sunday, April 12th and on local 

cable channel (Charter Spectrum Channel 188) at 8:30 pm on Sunday, 

April 12th and Friday, April 17th at 10:30 am and 7:30 pm  

http://www.ourlivingwater.org/

