
IT IS BETTER TO PROTECT OR SAVE LIFE. 

It is easier to destroy a building than to build one. It takes less time to destroy than to build. It did not 

take much for sin to enter our world through the disobedience of our first parents but think of all the 

sacrifices God made, which He is still making for our salvation. Each of us is making sacrifices for our 

individual salvation too. Jesus’ mission on earth is to protect, save, guide, encourage, and so on. 

TODAY IS THE LAST SUNDAY OF THIS YEAR’S LENT. In the Gospel reading today, the Pharisees and 

Scribes brought a woman whom they accused of adultery to Jesus to entrap Him. They reminded Jesus 

of the punishment which the law set out for anyone who committed adultery. Moses commanded in the 

law to stone such a person to death. Finally, they asked Jesus for His thoughts. Their intention was to 

have some charges to bring against Jesus to be able to get rid of Him. Remember, Jesus was known for 

preaching love, forgiveness, compassion, and mercy. They would have accused Jesus of breaking the law 

and blasphemy if He had told them to forgive the woman, not to stone her to death. They would have 

tried to convince the people that Jesus was not a true prophet because He defiled the law of Moses 

which they held in high esteem. If Jesus had supported stoning the woman, they would have reported 

Jesus for inciting a rebellion against the Roman government and its laws.  Jesus, knowing their intention, 

did not answer directly, rather, turned the tables on them by saying the one who has never sinned 

should be the first to throw a stone at the woman. None of them threw a stone at the woman because 

they were not free from sin and were afraid of being arrested and punished by the Roman Authorities 

for breaking the law. There was a law that hindered anyone from executing another person except the 

Roman Authorities. They chose the option of being seen as sinners too. These Pharisees and Scribes 

paraded themselves as righteous people. For them to choose the option of being seen as sinners was 

not easy for them. In the Gospel of Matthew 5:20, Jesus pointed out that for one to enter the Kingdom 

of Heaven, that person’s righteousness must exceed that of the Pharisees and Scribes. They paraded 

themselves as righteous because of the few selected laws they tried to observe in the presence of the 

people. The danger of self-righteousness is condemning and judging others while relegating one’s sins 

or faults to the background. NO ONE ON EARTH IS PERFECT. WE ALL DEPEND ON THE GRACE AND 

MERCY OF GOD TO BE PERFECT. WE CANNOT BE HOLY WITHOUT MAKING AN EFFORT TO BE HOLY. 

These Pharisees and Scribes were known for trying to impress people. Trying to impress people all the 

time can make one lose his or her identity and can lead to compromising God’s will. These Pharisees and 

Scribes brought the woman to Jesus not because they wanted to implement the law but had bad 

intentions, to impress people and most especially to entrap Jesus and get rid of Him because He was 

preaching the truth. JESUS SAVED THE WOMAN FROM BEING KILLED IF ACTUALLY SHE COMMITTED 

ADULTERY AND SAVED HIS LIFE BECAUSE IT WAS NOT YET TIME FOR HIM TO DIE. The law to stone 

anyone who committed adultery is human law which is contrary to God’s law which is to save and 

protect life.  Sometimes, we compromise God’s law of love to promote people’s opinions or 

ideologies. God, through His Prophet, pointed out that He does not take pleasure in the death of a 

sinner, rather, His interest is in the repentance of a sinner (Ezekiel 18:23). If good parents can never 

think of getting rid of their children who have lifestyles they are not proud of, how do we expect God 

to kill His beloved children because they are sinners?  God can wake us up from our spiritual slumber or 

strengthen our faith by allowing some problems to befall us. He can equally allow us to suffer for a good 

reason. In the book of Jonah 3, God sent Jonah to Nineveh to tell the people there that He will destroy 

them after forty days because of their sins, but Jonah refused to go because he knew how merciful and 

forgiving God was. Jonah believed that God would forgive them and would not destroy them, thereby 

making him a liar or a false prophet. Eventually, God forcefully sent Jonah to Nineveh. When the people 

of Nineveh heard God’s message from Jonah, they repented and were remorseful for their sins, God 

forgave them and relented from destroying them. This made Jonah angry, but God brought to his 

awareness how dear the people of Nineveh were to Him as the rest of humanity. GOD DESIRES THE 

REPENTANCE OF SINNERS AND IS EVER READY TO FORGIVE A REPENTANT SINNER.  It is pertinent that 



we reflect on the words of Jesus to the woman being accused of adultery when she was alone with 

Jesus. Jesus asked her, “Woman, has no one condemned you? …Neither do I condemn you. Go, and 

from now on do not sin anymore” (John 8:11). Jesus did not talk about her sin before her accusers, 

rather, in private exhorted her to repent from either the sin of adultery or the sin of collaborating with 

the Pharisees and Scribes to entrap Jesus. Making people’s sins an object of public discussion cannot 

make them repent. IT IS NOT AN ACT OF LOVE TO PUBLICIZE PEOPLE’S SINS. The way Jesus treated this 

woman gave rise to her repentance. May God help us to always follow in the footsteps of Jesus Christ, 

Amen. 

 

 


