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Welcome  

Introductory Rite  
Gathering Hymn  Gather Us In 
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Opening Greeting  

Bishop LeVoir: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

All: Amen. 

Bishop LeVoir: The Lord be with you. 

All: And with your spirit. 

 

 

 
 

Penitential Act  

Bishop LeVoir: Brothers and sisters, let us acknowledge our sins, and so prepare 

ourselves to celebrate the sacred mysteries. 

All: I confess to Almighty God and to you, my brothers and sisters, that I 

have greatly sinned, in my thoughts and in my words, in what I have 

done and what I have failed to do, through my fault, through my 

fault, through my most grievous fault; therefore I ask blessed Mary 

ever-Virgin, all the Angels and Saints, and you, my brothers and 

sisters, to pray for me to the Lord our God.  

Bishop LeVoir May almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us our sins, and 

bring us to everlasting life.  

All: Amen. 

Bishop LeVoir: Lord, have mercy. All: Lord, have mercy. 

Bishop LeVoir: Christ, have mercy. All: Christ, have mercy. 

Bishop LeVoir: Lord, have mercy. All: Lord, have mercy. 
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Gloria Mass of Christ the Savior Dan Schutte 
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Opening Prayer  

  



6 

 

Liturgy of the Word  

 First Reading Sirach 3:17-18, 20, 28-29 

My child, conduct your affairs with humility, and you will be loved more than a 

giver of gifts. Humble yourself the more, the greater you are, and you will find 

favor with God. What is too sublime for you, seek not, into things beyond your 

strength search not. The mind of a sage appreciates proverbs, and an attentive 

ear is the joy of the wise. Water quenches a flaming fire, and alms atone for sins. 

 Lector: The word of the Lord. 

 All: Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Psalm   Psalm 68 

  
 

 

 Second Reading Hebrews 12:18-19, 22-24A 

Brothers and sisters:  

You have not approached that which could be touched and a blazing fire and 

gloomy darkness and storm and a trumpet blast and a voice speaking words such 

that those who heard begged that no message be further addressed to them.  

No, you have approached Mount Zion and the city of the living God, the 

heavenly Jerusalem, and countless angels in festal gathering, and the assembly 

of the firstborn enrolled in heaven, and God the judge of all, and the spirits of 

the just made perfect, and Jesus, the mediator of a new covenant, and the 

sprinkled blood that speaks more eloquently than that of Abel. 

 Lector: The word of the Lord.  

 All: Thanks be to God.  
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Gospel Acclamation   Owen Alstott 

 

 

 

 Gospel Luke 14:1, 7-14 

Fr. Steve: The Lord be with you. 

All: And with your spirit. 

Fr. Steve: A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew. 

All: Glory to you, O Lord. 

On a sabbath Jesus went to dine at the home of one of the leading Pharisees, and 

the people there were observing him carefully.  

He told a parable to those who had been invited, noticing how they were 

choosing the places of honor at the table. “When you are invited by someone to 

a wedding banquet, do not recline at table in the place of honor.  A more 

distinguished guest than you may have been invited by him, and the host who 

invited both of you may approach you and say, ‘Give your place to this man,’ 

and then you would proceed with embarrassment to take the lowest place.  

Rather, when you are invited, go and take the lowest place so that when the host 

comes to you he may say, ‘My friend, move up to a higher position.’ Then you 

will enjoy the esteem of your companions at the table. For every one who exalts 

himself will be humbled, but the one who humbles himself will be exalted.” 

Then he said to the host who invited him, “When you hold a lunch or a dinner, 

do not invite your friends or your brothers or your relatives or your wealthy 

neighbors, in case they may invite you back and you have repayment. Rather, 

when you hold a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind; 

blessed indeed will you be because of their inability to repay you. For you will 

be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous.” 

Fr. Steve: The Gospel of the Lord.  

All: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ 
Homily by Most Reverend John M. LeVoir  

 

Prayers of the Faithful  

Response: Lord, hear our prayer  
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Liturgy of the Eucharist  

Preparation of the Gifts Hymn   For the Beauty of the Earth 

 

 

 

 

Bishop LeVoir: Pray, brothers and sisters, that my sacrifice and yours may be 

acceptable to God, the almighty Father. 

All: May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your hands for the praise and 

glory of his name, for our good and the good of all his holy Church. 

Preface Dialogue  

Bishop LeVoir: The Lord be with you. 

All: And with your spirit. 

Bishop LeVoir: Lift up your hearts. 

All: We lift them up to the Lord. 

Bishop LeVoir: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

All: It is right and just. 
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Holy Mass of Christ the Savior Dan Schutte 

 
 

Memorial Acclamation Mass of Christ the Savior Dan Schutte 

 
 

Amen Mass of Christ the Savior Dan Schutte 
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The Lord’s Prayer  

All Our Father, …. 

Bishop LeVoir: Lord Jesus Christ….  Who live and reign for ever and ever. 

All: Amen. 

Bishop LeVoir: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

All: And with your spirit. 

 

Lamb of God Mass of Christ the Savior Dan Schutte 

 
 

Bishop LeVoir: Behold the Lamb of God, behold him who takes away the sins of 

the world. Blessed are those called to the supper of the Lamb. 

All: Lord, I am not worthy that you should enter under my roof, 

but only say the word and my soul shall be healed. 
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Communion Hymn  I am the Bread of Life 
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Prayer after Communion  

Bishop LeVoir: Let us pray….  We ask this through Christ, our Lord. 

All: Amen. 

 

Liturgical Objects and Vessels of the Church of St. Thomas More  

The vessels and objects used in our liturgies are meant to be handled and used. Their 

character as sacramentals derives from the role they play in mediating relationships between 

the believers themselves and between believers and God. Like treasured possessions and 

personal gifts, they are no mere “things” to be bought and sold, used and tossed away, but 

symbols with significance in the lives of the users.  

 

The word “Mass” that we use to describe our celebration of the Eucharist means; “to be 

sent”. Having celebrated this final Mass today in this church we are sent as we have been in 

the past and will continue to be in the future. We are sent to be Disciples of Christ! Like the 

first disciples we are asked to take only what is needed, the basics, on the journey.  

 

As part of our procession out today we will take a few of the liturgical objects and vessels 

from this church and bring them to those churches where the members of the Church of St. 

Thomas More have now joined. These liturgical items represent what is most basic and 

fundamental to our faith and what we need as we are sent to “go and make disciples,” the 

living presence of Jesus Christ to one another.  

 

Next weekend these liturgical items will be part of the opening procession and received by 

the church where you as disciples are going to worship. These items will then become a part 

of that worship space and will be used within the liturgy in order to help mediate new 

relationships between the believers and between believers and God.  

 

Statue of St. Isidore the Farmer: The patron saint of farmers 

and those who work the land. This statue has stood in the 

sanctuary of our church because the members of our parish, 

many of them farmers have relied on the intercession of St. 

Isidore to bless their crops and labor. This statue is being carried 

in procession by Elaine and Jon Anderson and Barb Stahl, 

representing those families who have now joined the Church of 

St. Mary in Bird Island.  
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Chalice and Communion Cups: These sacred vessels hold for 

us divinity. This chalice and these communion cups hold in full 

measure the blood beyond all price, the refreshing drink of our 

salvation: Christ’s blood poured out and given for all. As priest 

and people have come to drink of this precious gift we strive to 

become the gift we have received for one another. These sacred 

vessels are being carried in procession by Pam and Lyle 

Lundstrum, representing those families who have now joined the 

Church of St. John in Hector. 
 

Statue of St. Thomas More: The patron saint of this local 

church. St. Thomas More is known for his depth of knowledge 

and his willingness to defend the faith against heresy. This statue 

has stood in the sanctuary of our church as a reminder for us to 

continue growing in our knowledge of the faith and our love for 

the Lord and his church. This statue is being carried in 

procession by Nancy and Greg Muench, representing those 

families who have now joined the Church of St. Mary in 

Willmar. 

 
 

 

 

Concluding Rites and Solemn Blessing  

Bishop LeVoir: The Lord be with you. 

All: And with your spirit. 

Bishop LeVoir: Bow your heads and pray for God’s blessing. 

Bishop LeVoir: May God, … 

All: Amen. 

Bishop LeVoir: And may the blessing of almighty God, the Father, and the Son, 

and the Holy Spirit come down on you and remain with you for ever.  

All: Amen. 

 

Bishop LeVoir: Go in peace. 

All: Thanks be to God. 

 

  



14 

 

Sending Forth Hymn  Now Thank We All Our God 

 

 

You are welcome to take this worship aid home with you today. 

 

Immediately after Mass, a photo will be taken in the sanctuary of all those in 

attendance. Please gather in front of the altar. After the photo is taken, you are 

invited to join all parishioners – past and present – for brunch celebrating the life 

and legacy of the Church of St. Thomas More. 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 

The priests and staff of the Catholic Area Faith Community of Jesus 

Our Living Water would like to thank you for attending this liturgy. 

  



 

 
 

St. Thomas More Church was founded on the Feast of St. Thomas More as a 

mission of Sacred Heart in Raymond, on March 5, 1936. The first services were 

held in a dingy railroad station at the Lake Lillian depot with Father William 

Murphy offering Mass for some ten families. Later that year, a small house on 

Main Street in Lake Lillian was purchased, enlarged, and used as a church. When 

fire destroyed the church in 1941, the basement of a school was used for worship. 

When it became too small, Mass was celebrated at the Bill Kosel home until a 

basement church was ready in the fall of 1941. 

Father Howard Halloran received the approval of the bishop to proceed with 

erecting a new church. The present church was started in the spring of 1957 and 

dedicated in July, 1958 by Bishop Alphonse Schladweiler.  

The parish remained a mission of Raymond until 1965 when the first resident 

pastor, Father Merle Monnens, came to live in Lake Lillian.  

St. Thomas More has been a member of the Catholic Area Faith Community of 

Jesus Our Living Water since the area faith community’s inception in 2006 along 

with the Churches of St. Patrick in Kandiyohi, Our Lady of the Lakes in Spicer, 

and St. Mary in Willmar.  


